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In this edition ...

President’s Report

In this newsletter, our first
for 2022, we congratulate
U3A Banyule member
Janice Kelly OAM and
announce the 2022
U3A Banyule Significant
Service Award on page 2.
Michael Maguire gives us
some technology tips on
page 3 and you can see
some of the activities we
managed to squeeze in
between lockdowns on
pages 5 and 6. The
COVID-safe guidelines
update is on page 7 and
a reminder of class
etiquette is on page 8.
Liz Waud

A very warm welcome back to our almost 700 members, with a special
welcome to nearly 100 new members. It was an enjoyable opportunity
recently to meet many of our new members and new tutors who had
been invited to a ‘Welcome Morning Tea’. As well as learning more
about U3A Banyule, our COVID guidelines and how to navigate our
website, our ‘speed dating’ activity was great fun. We all got to learn
a little more about each other and put names to faces.

Italian Evening
Friday 18 March
5.30–8.30pm
Come and pretend you
are in Italy for the evening
and enjoy the company
of other U3A members
in a very happy event at
Ivanhoe East
Bowling Club.
If you have not already
enrolled and paid, then
ring the office on
0418 749 228
to see if places are left.
The cost is $25 per head
and partners and friends
are welcome.
Drinks can be purchased
at bar prices.

Building on from your feedback, the Committee of Management is
designing a new strategic plan to cover 2022–2024 and we very much
appreciated the huge response to last year’s survey. The U3A Banyule
Mission, Vision and Values, shown on page 2, were endorsed by the
Committee of Management at the February Committee meeting. These
reflect the ethos of our learning community and what we are striving for.

It is a pleasure to be back and start up our classes for Semester 1.
Although we had to postpone the start of some classes due to COVID
restrictions some tutors offered Zoom sessions or took their classes
outdoors. It appears that restrictions are continuing to be lifted and
thankfully COVID infection numbers are decreasing. Hopefully we will
be able to also resume such popular classes as Line Dancing and
Singing for Pleasure very soon.
Our semester program has been put together by Sharon Karasmanis
and Marg Fievez and the Facilitator Team. I am sure you will agree
that it is extensive, varied and quite amazing. Congratulations and
many thanks to them all.

Social events have been severely
curtailed over the past two years and
we have missed the time with friends.
As circumstances are improving, we
have an exciting and music filled Italian
Evening planned for Friday 18 March.
Do check out the Course Program and
book your place.
I hope to meet many of you throughout
the semester. Please come and say
hello and offer feedback so we can
continue to provide a program that is
interesting and highly desired.
Milena Maranville

The U3A Banyule Mission
U3A Banyule is a volunteer organisation that provides learning opportunities for over 50s by creating a
community whose members embrace lifelong learning and positive ageing by sharing knowledge and life
skills within a culture of respect, friendship and goodwill.
Vision
U3A Banyule strives to be a dynamic, inclusive and valued provider of lifelong learning.
Values
Learning

Respect

Integrity

Community

Inclusion

Richly deserved congratulations to U3A Banyule Member
Janice Kelly OAM
Janice has made a truly significant contribution to the wellbeing of
her community and well beyond in the broader community. This
contribution was recognised in the awards on Australia Day.
Just to name a few of the roles in which Janice has shown
leadership, dedication and innovation: she was President, Course
Coordinator, Committee of Management member, Coordinator for
U3A Banyule’s 30th celebrations and a member of U3A Network
Victoria’s Management Committee. Janice is our highly regarded
Philosophy tutor and she is held in high standing in her former
professional field. Throughout challenging times, Janice has skilfully
led U3A Banyule with vision, tenacity and diplomacy.
Janice is currently U3A Banyule’s representative to Banyule City
Council and also Ivanhoe Library and Cultural Hub, a role she has
held for several years. We offer Janice our congratulations and
considerable gratitude.
Thank you, Janice.

U3A Banyule Significant Service Award
Instituted in 2021, the U3A Banyule Significant Service Award recognises the ‘unsung heroes’ within our
U3A, who have made a significant contribution to building the organisation, its services and connections.
The Award recognises any of the following contributions:
Service

A member who has given sustained, excellent service for many years in any capacity.

Impact:

A member who has initiated and implemented change, based on successful troubleshooting, which has improved the efficiency and service to members.

Leadership: A member who has established, or improved, or grown our service or operations,
or engaged others and built a team, or helped to build connections.
Teamwork:

A group of members who have become a team to set up a project, run a service,
or build the organisation.

All members are invited to submit nominations for the Award via the nomination form available on the
U3A Banyule website.
Closing date is 1 May, and Awards will be announced and presented at the AGM.
Please consider nominating an “unsung hero” for this prestigious Award.
Helen McKinnon, Convenor Awards Sub Committee
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Are You a Technophobe?
(Or are you ready to embrace the digital age?)
By Michael Maguire
Many of us, particularly as we get older, struggle with the
complexities of digital technology, especially smartphone
technology. But there is hope. Take these two examples:
Occasionally, I run information sessions on Smartphone
Technology, and the topics I include are based on questions
that I have been asked over many years. However, one of the
admissions I make at the beginning of these sessions is that
every single thing I tell the participants can be found by simply
“googling” the question. In fact, much of my (self-taught)
knowledge in this area has been built up by using this very
technique. The reason Google can be so useful is that, no
matter what your question is, you can be sure that someone
has asked it before. So rest assured, Google is your friend.
The second example concerns the issue of searching for
information. We’ve all experienced that sinking feeling when
we discover that we have lost the piece of paper on which we
had written that important information. We know we put it
somewhere, but where? So we search through mountains of
paper until we locate it – often by chance!
By contrast, information stored on our smart devices or, dare I say, in the “cloud”, can be much
more easily retrieved. The reason for this is that search facilities in computer programs are
much more powerful than they used to be. If, for example, you store your phone contacts on
your smartphone, it takes only a few characters of a person’s name (or even a few digits of the
person’s phone number) typed into the search box to locate the contact. And it happens in
seconds! Of course, there has to be some consistency. You won’t succeed if you spell a
person’s name one way when entering it and another way when searching for it. So, if you’re
still holding back, give it a try by entering a few contacts in your smartphone and then searching
for them. One thing you can be sure of is that you will not break your smartphone if you make a
mistake (you can only do that if you drop it).
After that, If you are still struggling with smartphone or computer technology, keep in mind that I
run free, one-on-one information sessions at the Ivanhoe and Watsonia Libraries, so feel free to
make a booking.
Contact Ivanhoe or Watsonia YPRL branch to make a bookIng:
ILCH 9497 5780
Watsonia 9435 2397
Recognise this photo?
Michael Maguire came across this photo in the U3A
Banyule Google account last year. If anybody recognises
the person or knows the significance of the photograph,
then please contact Michael on 0418 170 350 or
michael@smartphoneconnections.org

U3A BANYULE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

MARCH 2022

3

VALE Mary Mailer
U3A Banyule lost one of its longstanding members on
10 January, with the death of Mary Mailer.
For the past 22 years, Mary was an enthusiastic, active,
committed member only giving up leadership of the Scrabble
group when her health deteriorated last year. In the earlier
years of her involvement, she was a Committee member,
and organiser of several events. A demon player of
Scrabble herself, Mary was often heard to say, “All I do is
bring the tea and coffee!” In fact, she was the glue that held
the group together.
Mary had an interesting and varied life and made many friends.
A very well-attended memorial service for her was held at
Springthorpe Retirement Village in Macleod, where she had
lived for the past 12 years. Born in London, she trained as a
nurse, came to Australia because of her husband’s job, and
continued to work in nursing until her retirement. Mary was
the proud mother of two sons, and grandmother of four
granddaughters.
It is perhaps a little-known fact about Mary that her grandfather founded the famous
Tottenham Hotspurs and her mother founded the Wimbledon School of English,
originally established to teach English to au pair girls.
Mary was a well-read, articulate and caring person, who will be sadly missed by her
family and friends.
Helen McKinnon
VALE Campbell Cumming
Many of our long-term members will have known
Campbell Cumming who sadly passed away in January
this year.
Cam will mostly be remembered by Ruth Cumming’s
Book Group 2, as the classes were held in their home
for a number of years. However, Cam was also, at one
time, a participant in philosophy, an art and life drawing
group and a very active member of one of our writing
groups. The short stories, based on his growing up,
became a source of anecdotes related by his children
at the memorial service.
A number of you might also remember Cam’s talk at
U3A on Nostalgia – a very interesting and witty
presentation. He also joined Manningham U3A so he
could play golf, so U3A played a great part in his life.
Our sincere condolences to Ruth and family.
Ruth Cumming and Joan Learmont
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Powerful, compassionate networking
Meet and Greet Sale ILCH 24 November
By Maria Axarlis-Coulter
Congratulations to the Banyule U3A
knitters and friends for the lovely knitted
products that were on sale at the U3A stall,
raising funds for Banksia Palliative Care.
Sincere thanks to the members and
supporters who purchased the colourful
knitted blankets and baby/infants clothing
and toys which were kindly donated to the
Montmorency Asylum Seekers Support
Group (MASSG).
Selected items were on sold at the MASSG
Christmas stall and contributed to the funds
raised and donated to support the work of
Refugee Legal, Whittlesea Community
Connections and Brigidines Asylum
Seekers Project. MASSG was pleased to
liaise with '3081 Angels’ in Heidelberg to
offer the twelve bright knitted patchwork
blankets ideal for cribs/cots and some
of the knitwear for babes.
As stated by Suzanne Crellin from
3081 Angels, “Thanks to all involved for
the beautiful offer, we would be happy
to accept. I can assure that your donation
goes directly on Wednesday to a group
of newly arrived Afghani refugees who
have been settled in Dandenong.
Fifteen women are expectant mothers
and the 3081 Angels are providing most
of them with everything they need to
have their babies.”
Additionally, some of the children’s
knitwear will go to local families in need.
These quality goods lovingly made by
local grannies and aunties will hopefully
provide some comfort and cheer.
Well done to all involved for your big
hearts and coordinated action.
Link to 3081 Angels
https://bchs.org.au/services/social-support/financial-and-material-support/3081-angels/who-arethe-3081-angels/
Link to MASSG
https://www.massg.org/
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Out and About with U3A Banyule
The Tutors’ Afternoon was held at ILCH in December 2021, during which a number of tutors were
farewelled: Mary Mailer, June Sharp, Dr Judyth Keighran, Helen Shinkfield, Alexandra Reardon,
Janet Creed and Geva Murano.

The Singing For Pleasure class enjoyed Christmas Carols in Macleod Park in December 2021.

The U3A Banyule walking group at Gresswell Forest with leaders Lois Lee and Margaret Miller in February 2022.

Photos by Elizabeth Redman
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COVID-Safe Guidelines Update
From Milena Maranville
Masks
As you would have heard through the media it is no longer mandated that masks be worn indoors
in all settings. This now applies to all Banyule City Council venues as well as the meeting rooms
we use at ILCH. We therefore envisage that Line Dancing and Singing for Pleasure will be
recommencing in the coming week.
Victorian Chief Health Officer Professor Sutton advised:
“While there was a focus on the mandates, it was important to note that wearing a mask indoors
remained recommended by the government. But I would say everyone needs to think about the
fact that there'll be people with significant pre-existing conditions, there'll be people who've had
two doses, very well protected, some with three, who are extremely well protected, but there'll
be others who are not. It's both for your own benefit to wear it, and for others.”
Although masks are no longer necessary, we anticipate that some members will prefer to wear
a mask to U3A classes for the time being.
If there is a spike in COVID cases related to U3A Banyule classes, then we will review the situation.

COVID Monitors
U3A Banyule has decided to continue with COVID monitors at all venues and courses (BCC
and ILCH) for the next few weeks as we monitor any impact resulting from the removal of masks.
We ask that COVID Monitors check the vaccination status of members on entry to classes,
maintain sanitisation of tables, lecterns, microphones, laptops, and maintain the Attendance List.
Attendance monitoring is critical. If a COVID infected person is detected in a class, then we need
to advise the tutor and class members quickly so they can monitor for symptoms and get tested.
Good ventilation is highly desirable, so please remember to open all windows and doors where
possible and then close them at the end of the session. Presenters using a microphone should
offset any noise from the outdoors.

Social distancing
Please respect other members by maintaining physical distancing.

Feeling even a little unwell?
Please do not attend a class if feeling unwell. It may not be COVID but we do have members who
have pre-existing medical conditions and may be compromised even if in contact with the influenza
or cold virus. If you are recovering from COVID, wait until you have negative RAT and/or negative
PCR results and then return when fully recovered.

Vaccination requirements
When members renew or new members apply on the U3A Banyule website, a popup box will appear
to advise that participation in face-to-face classes requires full vaccination. All members may attend
Zoom classes. The popup box will request vaccination status and this will allow you to proceed with
membership. Note, this is only a gateway to the next part of the membership online form.
Please note U3A Banyule is not collecting or storing this information. This feature is the same for all
U3A groups who use the MyU3A software. If you have any concerns, please contact the office on
0418 749 228, Monday to Friday from 10.00am–12.00noon.
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Class Etiquette
Withdrawing from a class
Please remember to withdraw from a one-off session or an ongoing class if you are unable to continue.
It is very likely that someone will be waiting to attend the session.
You can do this on the U3A Banyule website.
•
Log in using your Member ID
•
Click on Classes 2022
•
Click the box next to your class
•
Select a reason from the dropdown list
•
Click Delete Class

Notifying a tutor of an absence
Don’t forget to let your tutor know if you will be absent from a class.
•
Log in using your Member ID
•
Type in the date(s) you will be away and then click Apologise

If you have any difficulties, then please ring the Office on 0418 749 228
Monday to Friday 10.00am to 12 noon

New Meanings for Standard Words
ARBITRATOR

A cook that leaves Arby's
to work at McDonalds

MISTY

How golfers create divots

PARADOX

Two physicians

AVOIDABLE

What a bullfighter tries to do.

PARASITES

BERNADETTE

The act of torching a
mortgage

What you see from the top of the
Eiffel Tower

PHARMACIST

A helper on the farm

BURGLARISE

What a crook sees with

POLARISE

What penguins see with

CONTROL

A short, ugly inmate

PRIMATE

COUNTERFEITERS Workers who put together
kitchen cabinets

Removing your spouse from in
front of the TV

RELIEF

What trees do in the spring

ECLIPSE

What an English barber does
for a living

RUBBERNECK What you do to relax your wife

EYEDROPPER

A clumsy Ophthalmologist

HEROES

What a guy in a boat does

LEFT BANK

What the robber did when
his bag was full of money
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SELFISH

What the owner of a seafood store
does

SUDAFED

Brought litigation against a federal
government official
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