Quarterly newsletter
December 2021
In this edition ...
In this quarterly newsletter we reflect
on the year of 2021. The tutors,
committee members and volunteers
of U3A Banyule have all worked
tirelessly to keep members connected
via newsletters, omails, Zoom sessions
and the Annual Forum webinar.
In this issue you will find the new
Committee of Management on page 4.
Sharon Karasmanis, our new Course
Coordinator is introduced on page 2.
It is a truth universally acknowledged,
that an organisation in want of an
adult education program, must be in
possession of a fine team of tutors.
U3A Banyule is testament to this with
an outstanding bunch of tutors who
give freely of their time. So, in this
issue we thank retiring and ongoing
tutors, and we welcome new tutors.
Liz Waud

Important dates for your diary
29 Nov Course information for
Semester 1 2022 available.
Member online re-enrolment
(MyU3A) for 2022 commences.
Non-email members can
re-enrol in the office
10am –1pm from 29 Nov.
Membership renewal $45
Copies of the Course Program
will be available in the office.

President’s Report December 2021
What an incredible year we shared! Numerous changes meant
we had to quickly adjust and ‘pivot’. It is a credit to many
members of wonderful U3A Banyule that we managed to
maintain interesting programs, key events and also friendships.
U3A Banyule is a complex organisation with numerous roles
that need to be undertaken. In this short piece I cannot name
everyone, however, please accept a warm and sincere
Thank You for the enormous amount of work and time that
committee members, tutors and volunteers have contributed to
our community. Thank you also to our loyal and supportive
members who have patiently adapted to Zoom sessions during
the past 20 months. Everyone’s contribution is greatly valued.
The survey, which 50% of members responded to, provided a
positive response and showed an appreciation of what we stand
for and endeavour to achieve. Of considerable insight were the
suggestions, ideas and questions provided by you, which will be
addressed in the new Strategic Plan for the coming four years.
Not only does U3A Banyule provide interesting and stimulating
learning opportunities for seniors, we actively support groups
within our community. Last Wednesday, the Craft Group’s Meet
and Greet Stall was able to raise over almost $3,000, which will
be donated to Banksia Palliative Care. Hundreds of dollars of
clothing, bedding and money was also donated to the
Montmorency Asylum Seekers. Two very worthy causes.
To thank people in person, a Thank You Afternoon Tea for all
tutors retiring and ongoing as well as volunteers, retiring and
ongoing, will be held on the 6 December from 2.00-3.30 at ILCH.
Wishing each and every one of you a safe and happy break and
looking forward to sharing a healthy and freer 2022 with you.
The Committee of
Management is hosting a:
Thank you
Afternoon Tea
for Tutors and Volunteers

6 Dec Course enrolments open.
You can enrol in courses online
or in person at the office.
Remember: You must renew
your membership before you
can enrol in courses.

6 December
2.00–3.30pm
at ILCH

10 Dec U3A Banyule office closes.
Milena Maranville

Meeting Rooms 1 & 2
Please register online so that
we can cater for attendees.

Course Coordinator Report
Sharon Karasmanis December 2021
Welcome to our overview of next year’s program. Members can avail
themselves of our rich and varied program, meet new people and have
a fabulous time! Continuing courses on offer are arts and crafts such as
drawing and creative knitting. Our language program includes classes in
French, Italian, German and Spanish, catering from beginners to
advanced. Our exercise program is very motivating, and includes line
dancing, croquet, walking groups, yoga, Pilates, lawn bowls, Tai Chi,
and Scottish country dancing.
Current affairs discussion, philosophy and trivia quizzes all keep the
mind fully engaged, as well as our games program of Mahjong, Scrabble,
Bridge, and Cryptic Crosswords. There is an absolute feast of history talks
each Thursday, so it is important that you book your spot! Our newest
history offering is a 10-week course on World War II in the
Asia-Pacific on Tuesdays.
Our public lecture and lecture program operates four days a week and
presenters provide us with a variety of interesting and fascinating topics.
There are also book groups, play reading, Shakespeare and writing
groups, recorder classes and our own choir. Due to popular demand,
we have introduced a second writing group on Friday afternoons.
Finally whet your appetite for our Italian Night on 18 March 2022 at
the East Ivanhoe Bowling Club – something for everyone!

Introducing Sharon Karasmanis
I have lived in the area most of my life, grew up in Montmorency, and moved to Rosanna when
I married in 1971, and we had three children. Although my work history was first in accounting,
I returned to study after my third child went to school and qualified as a librarian. I worked at the
Department of Agriculture, and moved to La Trobe University, where I worked for 22 years.
My work involved research in student information seeking behaviour and digital literacy skill
development. I was fortunate to manage a team of learning and teaching librarians, and really
enjoyed research and development in connecting the library to the curriculum, a transformative
approach in teaching research skills to students, with skill development embedded into course content.
I retired in 2019 and joined U3A later that year. I started working with Margaret Jack on the
Wednesday lecture program, which is a great way to meet people and a gentle segue into
volunteering for U3A. This year I accepted an invitation to be the tutor coordinator, then stepped into
the course coordinator role. With that came the complexities of
managing this new role in the COVID environment, which included
Zoom hosting; preparation of online content; COVID-safe
guidelines and Monitor responsibilities. It has been such a
pleasure working with Marg Fievez and our tutors and facilitators
as we worked through program considerations for 2022, and
preparations for the November opening.
It’s been wonderful to see the enthusiasm and hard work of our
tutors as we resume our November program.
I also volunteer for the Zonta Club of Melbourne on Yarra. This
organisation supports women locally and internationally with a
variety of service and advocacy projects. These include birthing kit
assembly, breast cushion production, pamper packing and support
for the Salvation Army refuges, and service awards.
http://zontamelbourneonyarra.org.au
My interests include travelling, reading, gardening, and sewing.
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La Trobe University Audit Subject Attendance
Semester 1 2022
Did you know that you can study a La Trobe University subject through U3A Banyule?
La Trobe University offers a number of audit (listening participation, no
assessments) subject placements each semester, for full members of
U3A Banyule. There is no cost to our members.
In 2021, participation was predominantly remote learning due to lockdowns
and COVID-19 restrictions. Many thanks to LaTrobe University staff for
their considerable effort in arranging access for our members to online
lectures, materials, and virtual meetings. U3A Banyule management and
participating members highly value the University continuing its agreement
with U3A Banyule.
For Semester 1 in 2022, continuing students from 2021 will be given
access to the program first. For new applicants there will be a small
number of places available on a first-come basis. To gain a place, express
interest through U3A Banyule’s Online Course selection when enrolments
open in early December. Note that applicants need to have sound
computer skills, a computer or tablet and reliable internet access at home.
Once a place is confirmed, the La Trobe Liaison Coordinator Sue Beshara, will contact you.
There is a separate subject selection preference request form to complete. Closing date for these
subject applications is Wednesday January 19, 2022. Subject preferences are selected from the
La Trobe University website www.latrobe.edu.au/courses/a-z, using “Browse all courses”
– available January 2022.
Please do not contact La Trobe University, the faculties or lecturers.
For all questions, please contact Sue Beshara through info@u3abanyule.org.au.

A student’s perspective on auditing a La Trobe University Audit Subject
Auditing the subject Democracy in Retreat? Failed Transitions and the New Authoritarianism
at La Trobe University was a terrific learning opportunity. The course coordinator and lecturer
Dr Robert Horvath is well known for his expertise in Russian and Eastern European politics
and Human Rights theory.
Big thanks to U3A Banyule’s Sue Beshara for her smooth and efficient
liaison with the university, friendly manner and ‘can do’ approach to fixing
teething issues. I had full access to the course website. The lectures were
available online. The weekly topics were clearly outlined, and the
bibliographies were extensive. Getting hold of the recommended readings
(full text) was pretty simple.
Due to the extensive lockdown, there were no face-to-face tutorials, all the
teaching was done via Zoom. Participating in tutorials was at the discretion
of the course coordinator. I chose not to join tutorials and concentrate
instead on keeping up with the readings.
Overall, a highly recommended course and a rewarding experience.
Dan Rabinovici (our new beginner French tutor)
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New Committee of Management 2021–22
President
Vice-President
Secretary and Public Officer
Treasurer
Course and Tutor Coordinator
Course Information Manager and Venue
Coordinator
Office Manager
MyU3A Administrator
U3A Network Victoria Delegate
Technology Manager
Public Lectures Coordinator
Volunteers Coordinator
General
Minutes Secretary

Milena Maranville
Judith Craze
Margaret Jack
Kevin Whiting
Sharon Karasmanis
Margaret Fievez
Valerie MacPhee
Heather Stephens
Dianne Williamson
Michael Maguire
Maria Axarlis-Coulter
Jan Ramp
John Kennedy
Noni Crowther

Off Committee positions
La Trobe University Program Liaison Officer
Awards Sub-Committee Convenor
Newsletter Team

Sue Beshara
Helen McKinnon
Joan Learmont
Jan Ramp
Helen McKinnon
Barbara Sekuless
Liz Waud
Janice Kelly
Penny Braybrook
Fiona Wilson
Alan Marks
Julie Marshall
Pat Amor
Mary Wilson
Barbara Sekuless

Ivanhoe Library and Cultural Hub Liaison
Website Manager
Catering Organiser
Health and Safety Officer
Membership Manager
Community Wellbeing Officer
Special Projects Officer
Communications and Publicity Coordinator

Representatives on External Committees
Banyule Seniors Network
Banyule Age Friendly Advisory Committee

Maxine Marks
Vacant

Enrolment information
• Renew your membership – Clear instructions are on our
website under Membership.
U3A website https://www.u3abanyule.org.au
• View the 2022 Course Program – This is now on our
website under Courses. There is a detailed description of
the program for you to read and a course summary that
you might find helpful to print.
• Enrol in classes/sessions – Look at our ‘Course
Enrolment’ section on the website and follow the prompts.
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Thank you to our tutors: retiring, continuing and new
We are very grateful to the following people, who have all made a splendid contribution to
U3A Banyule in recent years, and who are now retiring gracefully from the roles they filled.
Sincere thanks to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mary Mailer, who ably steered the Scrabble group for many years
June Sharp, who as Convenor of Lingering Lunches over a long period, arranged culinary
and social delights for fortunate members
Dr Judyth Keighran, who led the French 3 class with dedication and style
Helen Shinkfield, who has been the talented accompanist for Singing for Pleasure since 2011
Alexandra Rearden, who inspired budding artists with her Pencil and Paint class over several
years
Janet Creed, who has capably taught German Grammar; she will continue as Tutor of several
other groups in 2022
Geva Murano, who shared her expertise and enthusiasm as Tutor for Italian Level 1.

Thank you to all our ongoing Tutors, for the dedication and generous sharing of skills and
interests they offer to our members. There would be no U3A without them, and they are
deeply appreciated.
Class

Italian
Language

Spanish
Language

New tutors

Gabriella
Zito

Carla
Finocchiaro

Beginners

Level 2

Silvia
Wright
(& Teresa
Alfonso)
Spanish
Beginners
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Continuing tutors
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Class

New tutors

Dan
Rabinovici
Absolute
beginners

Richard
Cartwright
Level 3 (1)

Continuing tutors
French
Language

Paule
Cartwright
Conversation:
Beginners
Intermediate
Advanced

Helen
McKinnon
Level 2

Elsa
McCarthy

Lucille
Sadler

Level 4

Level 3 (2)

Class

New tutors
Glenda
Hanson
Beginners 1

German
Language
Continuing tutors
Glenda
Hanson
Glenda is
continuing
with current
students,
now German
Beginners 2
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Advanced
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Class

Visual Arts

Creative
Writing

Games
Films
Books

New tutors

Mimmo
Cozzolino

Malcolm
Drysdale

Pencil and
paint

Painting and
drawing
workshop

Peter
Davine

Lyn Phillips

My Life
Story
(Group 2)

My Life Story
(Group 1)

Aruna
Morris

Janet Creed

Scrabble

History

Continuing tutors

Monday movies
at Westgarth
and Book Club

Bill Breen
WWII and
the AsiaPacific
(Sem 1 –
10 weeks)

Course
Coordination
Team
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Andrew
and Sue
Lees
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Annual Forum Monday 22 November 2021
Although sadly in October we had to make a call to abandon our Annual Forum ‘in the real’ at the
Heidelberg Golf Club, this week’s Webinar Forum proved to be a huge success with the member
audience exceeding what could have been accommodated at the Golf Club. A very big thanks to our
members for their support.
In a democracy such as ours, who is speaking and who is listening when it comes to climate change?
was such a timely topic for our guest panellists to present their perspectives. Our panellists:
Emeritus Professor Judith Brett (La Trobe University); Ian Cunliffe, eminent lawyer and Lynn Frankes,
lawyer and convenor of Lighter Footprints, had never met each other nor had they any idea of what
the other presenters would say, however, the audience was treated to an amazing synchronicity.
Judith’s historical perspective of Australian governments and their approaches to the challenge of
climate change and her commentary on the current situation was an excellent foundation for Ian to
focus on who actually gets to influence government. Ian drew on his considerable expertise dealing
with lobbyists in Canberra to argue that despite the extreme urgency, the current Federal Government
is not responding to the concerns of its people. Despite ‘The Plan’, Ian’s view is that it is opting for the
status quo. Lynn Frankes explained that people do feel powerless, as she did before becoming a
climate change activist. Lynn was really saying you can do something positive to work towards
Australia actively addressing the issues of climate emergency. Lighter Footprints is a bipartisan group
that advocates for greater action and ask politicians to be accountable.
Climate Change is a huge topic and frankly can be depressing because, after all, it is about existential
threat. However, our speakers gave us plenty to think about and even provided ideas about how we
can make a difference. We need to be challenged; we can no longer pretend it is someone else’s
responsibility. It was a privilege for the U3A Banyule to have Judith, Ian and Lynn and we thank them
for their wisdom and their commitment to our Annual Forum. As a means of thanking them, U3A
Banyule will donate in their name to the following charities:
•
•
•

Judy Brett – Climate for Change www.climateforchange.org.au/projects
Ian Cunliffe – Asylum Seeker Resource Centre
Lynn Frankes – https://www.seedmob.org.au/donate

As the convenor of the Annual Forum Working Party, I would like to acknowledge the fine
teamwork that made this day possible. Michael Maguire, our technical host, is to be
congratulated for his meticulous work. Maria Axarlis-Coulter took on the challenging role of
moderator and did an amazing job. Milena, our esteemed President supported the Working
Party at every turn and in the last weeks did a great job reminding members to register.
The Working Party consisting of Dianne Williamson, Kevin Whiting and Heather Stephens
proved a formidable team and proved they could ‘pivot’.
Let’s hope the 2022 Annual Forum will be a face to face, ‘in the real’ event. See you there!
Judith Craze Vice-President and AF Working Party Convenor
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Some 2021 highlights
Meet and Greet Sale ILCH 24 November
Thank you to all our members who created some of the wonderful hand-made items for the sale.
Thanks too to everybody who came along and purchased an item or had a cup of tea and a chat.
Special thanks to those who helped on the day. Over $3000 was raised for Banksia Palliative Care and
three bags of goods were donated to the Montmorency Asylum Seekers Support Group.

Tai Chi outdoors

First post-COVID playreading class led by
Jan Brown Murdered to Death by Peter Gordon

Shakespeare at Stratford on Avon in May

Irish night in March
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First classes at ILCH in March

Moving to ILCH in March
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Line dancing in November
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