In the spirit of reconcililation, U3A Banyule acknowledges the traditional
custodians of the land and pays respect to their Elders, past, present
and emerging. The U3A movement is a welcoming place for all.

Quarterly Newsletter
June 2022
In this edition ...
This newsletter reflects and
celebrates the connections
and creativity in our postlockdown community in 2022.
Read about our award-winning
members and valued tutors
(pages 2 to 5) and see some
of the exciting classes and
events this term (pages 4 to 9).
Please note the important
dates on page 10 for the
release of the Semester 2
program (6 June) and for
enrolments (14 June).
Check out the new offerings in
our Semester 2 program.
• ‘Open Stage’ with a look-out
for an end of June concert by
Jimmy Fong's Open Stage
• Poetry over Time
(Anne Ritchie)
• Rock n Roll
(Debbie Krause)
• Photography
(John Jones-Parry)
Liz Waud
Remember that COVID
restrictions have eased but
let’s still look after everyone
in our community. Please
maintain hand hygiene, keep
1.5m apart when possible
and stay at home if sick.
If a positive COVID test is
reported, then contact
Alan Marks, our Health and
Safety Officer on
0418 123 015.
ama64891@bigpond.net.au

President’s Report
Regards from not so sunny and rather coolish California, which has
taken us by surprise. Only here for a few weeks and then back to a
cold and wet winter in Melbourne.
Over the course of Semester 1 we have experienced many positive
achievements and are pleased that, finally, the easing of COVID
restrictions enables us to return to holding social events. The
Committee of Management is preparing a Welcome Afternoon Tea
and Information Session for our new members to be held at 2pm
on Tuesday 12 July. I look forward to meeting many of our new
members who joined recently and those who missed out on the
Welcome Morning Tea at the start of the year.
Our Annual Lunch at St Georges Restaurant is almost fully booked.
The CEO of the Nova Theatre, Kristian Connelly, will be
enlightening us about the role that the Nova cinema in Carlton has
played in the artistic life of the community. Please enrol as soon as
possible if you desire a seat and let the office know if you have any
dietary requirements. If you need a lift to the venue, then please
contact Jan Ramp on 0419 872 493 to arrange a pick-up time.
After considerable time and effort, a Memorandum of
Understanding 2021–2023 (MOU) between Yarra Plenty Regional
Library (YPRL) and U3A Banyule was signed in April this year.
The Agreement prescribes governance and management
processes and responsibilities. See page 2 for further information.
An example of one such endeavour is U3A member, Jimmy Fong’s
‘Open Stage’ project. An interested group of 11 Banyule
community members led by Jimmy is rehearsing for an end of term
concert, which will be presented
in the Performing Arts area of
ILCH. This is an exciting addition
to the program of events offered
at ILCH.
We envisage that the
partnership lays the foundation
for further growth and
enhancement of cultural events
and increased learning
opportunities for all community
members.
Milena Maranville

Janice Kelly OAM Award at Government House
On Thursday 27 April one of our life members, Janice Kelly, received her OAM at Government House,
for her tireless work for the community.
At U3A Banyule, Janice has been a tutor in
Philosophy for very many years, she was
President for 4 years and Course Coordinator for
2 years among a whole range of other roles and
activities. During these years U3A went through
many changes, including our going online and
our move to ILCH.
Janice was our liaison person with Banyule
Council from the very beginning of the plans
for the new Community Centre. She ensured
we had a top-class facility that demonstrated
our importance to the community. She still
plays a pivotal role in our dealing with Council.
Along with Janice’s husband Len and their
daughter Fiona, Helen McKinnon and Joan
Learmont were invited to attend the ceremony
at Government House and see Janice receive
her award. It was a grand occasion and so well deserved.

Exciting partnership between YPRL and U3A Banyule
In March 2021 Banyule City Council (BCC), in partnership with YPRL and U3A Banyule opened the doors
to this new facility which has become home to the U3A Office. The agreement secures the utilisation by
U3A, of the two community meeting rooms, Monday–Friday 9am to 5pm. Representatives will meet
annually, as required, to review the performance/effectiveness of the agreement.
The purpose of the MOU is to maintain a working partnership founded on a high level of
communication and understanding of both parties, and a shared vision for community engagement
and learning. It has a particular focus on the provision of activities that will play a significant role
in the social fabric of Banyule.
Events and projects that are developed in partnership will seek to address the following factors:
•
•
•
•

Community participation and connectedness
Community inclusion and wellbeing, particularly for people aged 50 years and older
Lifelong learning through educational, artistic, cultural and physical activities
Promotion of the library as a place for our
diverse communities to read, learn, create,
connect and live well

There is mutual recognition that both organisations
play a role in building community participation and
work through a framework that values volunteerism.
Finally, the MOU gives clear direction for the
continuing relationship which will be both helpful and
strategically important to both organisations.
The signing was attended by Milena Maranville,
our President; Janice Kelly, Council and ILCH
representative; Margaret Jack, Secretary and Public
Officer; Robyn Ellard, Executive Manager for Public
Participation for YPRL; and Ian Wedlock, Ivanhoe
Library Branch Manager for YPRL.
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Michael Maguire’s award by Helen McKinnon
Congratulations Michael!
Our ‘Technical Guru’ Michael Maguire has recently been
honoured with two significant awards. On April 2, he was
presented with a Jagajaga Community Volunteer Award by
Kate Thwaites MP. The citation for Michael read as follows:
"Michael is U3A Banyule’s Technology Coordinator. He
provides technology support to the organisation, to its
members and to the Banyule community. Michael has
conducted technology classes for over 50s, introduced the
use of video conference technology during COVID
lockdowns, trained U3A facilitators and shared his vast
knowledge of information security. An exceptional teacher,
Michael is always keen to share his passion.”
Then on 12 May, Michael was short-listed from an Australia-wide
field, by the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit
Commission, for his significant voluntary contribution to the notfor-profit sector. It was acknowledged that he has positively
impacted the lives of many others, by skilling them in the effective
and safe use of smartphones and computers.
We congratulate and thank Michael for all he does.

Scam watch by Michael Maguire
Have you been receiving a lot more emails lately? From people you don’t know? And don’t trust? Well,
don’t think you’re alone. We’re going through an epidemic of scams, and we all need to be on our guard.
So here are a few tips to make your emails safer (and keep them less cluttered).
1.
If you receive an email from an unknown sender, be especially careful. Don’t click on any links
(those web addresses shown in blue type). A link will normally re-direct you to another location,
so you should make sure where it’s taking you before you click on the link (don’t click on it to
find out where it will take you).
2.
If the email is addressed to you as well as several other email addresses that appear to be like
yours, you can be sure it’s something you haven’t initiated. These email addresses are generated
randomly, so it’s a clear sign that the sender is not connected to you in any genuine way.
3.
If you click on the name of the sender (or tap if you’re using a tablet), you will see what the actual
email of the sender is (even if it appears to be coming from a familiar source – Amazon, Australia
Post, your bank, etc.) In many cases the actual email address will be a randomly generated Gmail
address. Gmail addresses are free and there is potentially a limitless supply of them.
4.
Once you have identified the actual source of the email and you are convinced that it is not
genuine, there are two important steps to take:
• Right-clicking on the source email address, will reveal a context menu including the option
to block the sender. Of course, the sender can simply generate a fresh email address and
repeat the scam, but if enough users apply the block option, it will discourage scammers
from using this method of randomly generated email addresses.
• When you have blocked the sender, DELETE THE EMAIL IMMEDIATELY.
It’s a bit of work, but it’s worth it. Like many areas of computer and smartphone technology, good
housekeeping will provide better protection and save time in the long run.

Michael runs free one-on-one information sessions at the Ivanhoe and Watsonia Libraries.
Contact Ivanhoe or Watsonia YPRL branch to make a bookIng:
ILCH 9497 5780
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Tutor spotlight by Helen McKinnon
U3A Banyule is very fortunate to be able to offer eight French classes to our members, from
Beginners to Advanced Conversation. Paule and Richard Cartwright are responsible for four of these
groups – Paule offers French Conversation to Beginners, Intermediate and Advanced learners, while
Richard is the Tutor of French 3.
Both Cartwrights are former teachers. Paule’s career included 24 years at
Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School, and teaching English as a second language
with the Adult Migrant Education Service. Richard was involved with teacher
education as well as teaching in schools; he taught at Carey Grammar for 20
years, in Psychology and for the International Baccalaureate (IB). As an
examiner for the IB, he travelled to Cardiff 17 times!
French-born Paule has spent most of her life in
Australia, but has enjoyed frequent trips back to
France, where she still has many family members.
After retirement, she became involved with U3A
Banyule when she joined Teresa Alfonso’s Spanish
class. She was soon persuaded to offer French conversation, and says she
is loving doing so. She has taught people at every stage of life from 3 years
old to 90 years old and finds that very young children and senior adults are
the best to teach.
Thank you, Richard and Paule – we are so glad you are part of
U3A Banyule. Merci beaucoup!

Thank you to our retiring tutors
Carolyn Wood
Through her offering of Tai Chi – Gentle Exercise over 10 years, Carolyn Wood has been pivotal
in providing our members with a means to maintain mobility and balance, with the added value of
a healthy can-do mental attitude to ageing.
In 2012, Carolyn offered to take the first
Tai Chi class, given her background as
a health professional within the Arthritis
Foundation. The demand was so great
that Carolyn generously agreed to take
on an additional Tai Chi class soon after.
Carolyn was instrumental in helping to
begin a third class (Tai Chi for Experienced
Participants) later on.

In recognition of her significant contribution to
the community, Carolyn received a Jaga-Jaga
Community Award in 2020. Carolyn is shown
here with her two Tai Chi Gentle Exercise
classes on her final day.
Photos by Michael Wood
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Thank you to our retiring tutors
Carla Finocchiaro
At the tender age of 25, together with her husband and young family of two, Carla embarked on
the great adventure of coming to Australia. Already a qualified Primary School teacher with
experience, Carla’s passion for teaching the Italian language here and her natural intellect
eventually led to her gaining a PhD in language education in the late 1970s, after which she
then became engaged in instructing and guiding trainee
teachers first at RMIT and then at the Australian Catholic
University until retirement.
We were grateful when she joined U3A Banyule at the start of
2017. Within two days of joining U3A Banyule, Joan Learmont
as Course Coordinator contacted her, noting that she had
volunteered to tutor our members in Italian language. The rest
is history! Our members have thoroughly enjoyed and
appreciated the wonderful time in class with Carla. You will be
sorely missed, Carla!
June Molnar
Those members who know June Molnar since she joined U3A Banyule at the start of 2015
recognise her as a people person, who enjoys a good laugh, is enquiring and represents the U3A
philosophy of sharing and learning from each other. In the seven years that June has been a
member, she has been involved as an Office Volunteer, and she took on the challenge as the
Excursions Coordinator from 2016 to 2018, a role that she enjoyed immensely – researching
museums and venues in Melbourne that would spark our members’ interests, and more recently,
leading the Mahjong 2 class over the last three semesters.
Her involvement as Excursions Coordinator was her special
pleasure despite its workload. June comments that during
this time she realised that ‘Melbourne is such a great place,
with rich and diverse offerings to explore’.
June feels that it is time now for her to step back as a
volunteer, allowing other members the opportunity to
contribute. Dale Hall will be taking over the role of
Mahjong 2 tutor in Semester 2 this year. June will remain
an active U3A Banyule member and possibly improve her
golf strokes! Her contributions to our organisation have been
much appreciated.
Bev Hoxley
After a background in teaching Economics, Politics and Legal
Studies at Camberwell Girls Grammar School and PLC,
Bev Hoxley became an active and engaged member of U3A
Banyule in 2007, and then rejoined in 2012. Bev's particular
interests were in the various History classes as well as Book Club
with Janet Creed. An avid Bridge player herself, Bev generously
took on tutoring our Bridge for Beginners in 2020.
With her move to a leafy Cheltenham and serious health issues,
Bev has reluctantly decided that she must give up her Bridge class,
whose members she describes as always eager to gain more
knowledge, and thankful for her considered instructional notes.
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U3A Banyule membership
You may be interested to know that in in 2021, U3A Banyule numbers increased by nearly 5%,
at a time when the overall U3A membership in Victoria decreased by 11%. As of May 2022,
we have 164 new members and 759 members in total.
Our new membership numbers have increased markedly and this is a credit to the quality of the
numerous programs and classes we have on offer each semester, and our friendly community.
Sincere thanks to our wonderful and dedicated tutors and presenters for the classes and
programs they offer as well as the class coordination team for all the work they put into
preparing the program and timetable.
Milena Maranville

Feedback from our new members
U3A Banyule goals involve embracing lifelong learning, positive ageing, friendship, good will and
community engagement. Here is some feedback from new members in 2022 about their experiences.
‘After lockdown I joined U3A having
originally planned to do so in 2020.
I was wait-listed for gentle yoga and soon
after was contacted as an extra class
was being offered. Our first class had all
the quietness and unknowns that a new
venture brings with a group of strangers.
At the end of the class, three of us went
for a coffee, which lasted 2 hours!
Each week now the group chats postclass about how the class went, how
much we were challenged or how we
didn’t want the relaxation session to end.
Then, depending on who’s got the time,
it’s off to the local cafe for more
refreshing getting to know you time.’
Sally Callahan
‘I joined the gentle yoga class after lockdown as I wanted to connect with people and stretch my
body and mind. The class is great, and you do whatever you can to push yourself but always do
what is best for you on the day. I was tentative at first but have now met lots of like-minded people
and catch up for coffee or lunch with whoever is available on the day. A great experience.
Best thing I have done in ages.’
Will Burns
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Out and About with U3A Banyule
Italian Evening at East Ivanhoe Bowling Club 18 March
Benvenuti a tutti!
What a memorable and fun cultural event
was shared on Friday evening by over 70
U3A Banyule members and guests. Our
joyful Italian evening was the third in our
yearly international themed social
occasions. Of course, good music and
dancing kept us entertained. Good
company and good food made up the
other part of the enjoyment. The Sicilian
dancers as well as having boundless
energy gave us a brief history of Sicily.
The spirited communal
singing of well-known Italian
songs was led by Geoff
Vaughan, one of our talented
Singing for Pleasure
members. It was irrelevant
that none of us were of
Neapolitan heritage,
everyone still had a go at
attempting their songs with
much gusto! Even though we
were to finish up by 8.30pm,
enjoying ourselves very
much, few wanted to leave at
the appointed time.

Now is not the winter of our discontent
On Tuesday 24 May, 13 members of Audrey Davies'
Shakespeare class presented a “rehearsed reading” of
“Richard 111” (an abridged version skilfully edited by
Audrey). It was an enjoyable event for both the
performers and the audience, and an exciting use of
the ILCH theatrette.

Photos by Sharon Karasmanis
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Pencil & Paint, Group 1 & 2 (fortnightly) Semester 1 2022
Tutor: Mimmo Cozzolino
Since I inherited the Pencil & Paint course from a previous tutor I decided that, for me to be engaged,
I had to teach the course in a way that suited my personality, experience and knowledge. I had no idea
if this approach was suitable but there was no way of knowing unless I tried it. After 3 or 4 sessions a
few students dropped out but equally I had other students who said it was exactly what they needed
and wanted. For other members who may be interested in joining the class it may be useful for me to
outline what I try to instil in my students.
For the first five
sessions I encourage
students to draw
perceptually, and
translate, as
accurately as
possible, a very
simple still life.
The aim is to train the
eye to not only “look”
but to “see” what is in
front of them. This
discipline, in turn,
helps students to be
more confident in their
image making.
As well as the
perceptual drawing
exercises, I bring in
examples of actual
drawings and
paintings by professional artists to inspire and educate in the various approaches that are possible.

1 Maggie – Rooftops
4 Heather – Transcription

8

2 Moira – I could not live without it
5 Elaine – Margaret Preston transcription

3 Keith – Morning ritual
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I came
completely
“raw” at the
beginning of
year and I’ve
learnt so much
from you.
Virginija

I have been
delighted and
inspired by
Mimmo's class.
He challenges
us but is always
encouraging.
Anne

I am really enjoying the course and your engaging
and respectful approach to teaching.
Glenda
This course is not so much 'how to draw an object'
but the much more effective 'how to see what we're
looking at', from which improved drawing comes.
Keith
Mimmo always brings in interesting artwork for us to
talk about and gives us drawing challenges to do at
home, trying out new ways of working.
I especially enjoy sharing our drawings and talking
about them together in class. He gives us good tips
and encourages everyone so that I leave class
feeling motivated to go home and try new things.
Maggie
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I have tried several art classes over the years but
none as encouraging and inspirational
as this Pencil and Paint class. The class exercises
are helping me to focus on where things actually sit
in relationship to one another and I think are
improving my ability to make better observations.
The peripheral vision exercises we attempt at
home are fun, challenging and further encourage
learning about how to draw. I am enjoying this
drawing journey immensely. Thankyou Mimmo!
Moira
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Out and about with U3A Banyule
Lingering lunch scores a perfect 10
Joan Learmont scored yet another success with the first Lingering
Lunch of the year. It was held at Dama Rose, a Mediterranean
restaurant in Ivanhoe, just down the road from ILCH, on 27 April.
As the lucky 31 arrived, it got noisier and noisier showing that everyone
was looking forward to a good time. The food was wonderful – a
banquet-style, many-course feast that started with a selection of dips
including babaganoush, hummus and tzatziki and freshly-made hot
bread. Then two salads appeared, beautifully presented. It was all so
delicious and plentiful that when the main course of kebabs and
seafood appeared, the group was worried that eating any more was
going to be impossible. That thought was quickly dismissed as the
delicious kebabs and amazing calamari, prawns and chips disappeared
rapidly. Finished off with a piece of baklava, the group staggered out
into the street thinking of possible naps to recover; the glass of wine
included with the meal could have contributed to that thought. The staff
were both friendly and efficient, a winning double. A good time was had
by all if the level of conversation and happy faces were any indication.
Thanks, Joan, for organising another splendid occasion.
Barb Sekuless
Buda Excursion 7 April 2022
Our visit to Buda, the original home of Hungarian migrant Ernest Leviny back in 1863, allowed us to
view a residence that had been occupied by his family and descendants for 118 continuous years.
Remarkably, much of the original furniture, artworks and memorability are still in situ. Set in 3 acres of
land overlooking Castlemaine, it had received extensive remodelling and expansion to accommodate
his family of 10 children. After a guided house tour, we wandered in the garden and concluded our visit
with a luncheon in the Garden Room. It was a delightful excursion
on a beautiful sunny autumn day.
Botanical Gardens Guided Walk 28 April 2022
Our guided tour through the Royal Botanical Gardens commenced
with a little bit of history. We learnt that Governor Charles La Trobe
set aside marsh and swampland adjacent to Government House,
back in 1846. Following the initial design by Von Mueller, whose
approach was mainly scientific, it was the landscaper Guilfoyle who
gave us the more picturesque layout. Our small group took in much
of this legacy as we made our way through the fern gully to the
more recently developed arid garden and on to Guilfoyle’s Volcano.
Elaine Rees

Photo by Elaine Rees of cacti flower in the Arid Garden

Important dates for Semester 2
Mon 6 June

Semester 2 Course Program on website for members.
Non-emailers can pick up a copy of the Semester 2 courses from the
U3A Office at ILCH between 10am and noon.

Mon 13 June

Public holiday (Queen's Birthday) – No classes, office closed

Tue 14 June

Semester 2 online enrolment commences.
Non-emailers can enrol in person at the U3A Office at ILCH or phone in
their enrolments to the office 0418 749 228 between 10am and noon.

Wed 22 June
Fri 24 June
Fri 24 June
25 June – 10 July
Mon 27 June 2pm
Mon 11 July
Tues 12 July
Thurs 18 Aug

U3A Banyule Annual Lunch – Office closed
Semester 1 classes end
Closing date for La Trobe University audit subject applications Semester 2
School holidays NO CLASSES held at ILCH during break except Public Lecture
Public Lecture The Story of Seven Women by Steph Woollard
Fundraiser for women in Nepal – (sevenwomen.org)
Regular Semester 2 classes begin this week
New Members Welcome Afternoon Tea
AGM (office closed, no morning classes)

